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Saym Uyemiz,

Uluslararast Deniz Ticaret Odasi'ndan (International Chamber of Shipping - ICS) alinan
02.12.2020 tarihli Ek'te sunulan yazida, tim dunyadaki gemi insanlarimin Kilit calisan olarak
belirlenmesi ile ilgili olarak Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu (United Nations General Assembly)
tarafindan alinan karara iligkin ICS tarafindan bir basin bildirisinin yayinlandig: bildirilmektedir.

S6z konusu basin bildirisi kapsaminda COVID-19 salgini surresince gida, ilag, enerji ve diger
hammaddelerin tasinmasi konusunda iki milyon gemi insaninin gérev aldigi ve BM Genel Kurulu
tarafindan alinan karar ile gemi insanlarinin kilit calisanlar olarak belirlenmesinin 6neminin giindeme
getirildigi ifade edilmektedir.

Yazida devamla, gemi insanlarinin kilit ¢alisanlar olarak belirlenmesi konusunda Endonezya
hikimeti tarafindan onculik edilen BM kararindan dolayr memnuniyet duyuldugu; halihazirda 44
Birlesmis Milletler Uye Devletinin gemi calisanlarini kilit calisan olarak kabul ettigi fakat s6z konusu
sayinin artirilmasi icin hiiktimetlerin bu konuda calismalar yapmasi gerektigi bildirilmektedir.

Ayrica, herhangi bir baglayicihgr olmadig: belirtilen kararin, gemi insanlar: ve diger deniz
personelinin kilit calisanlar olarak belirlenmesi icin Uye Devletleri uyarici nitelikte oldugu ifade
edilmektedir.

Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu tarafindan alinan kararin Turkce terciimesi ve Endonezya
Cumhuriyeti Blyukelgisi Dian Triansyah Djani tarafindan yapilan agiklama Ekte sunulmaktadir.

Bilgilerinize arz/rica ederim.

Saygilarimla,

Ismet SALIHOGLU
Genel Sekreter

Ek:
1- Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurul Karar1 Tlrkge Cevirisi (2 sayfa)
2- ICS'ten alinan 02.12.2020 tarihli yazi ve Ekleri. (9 sayfa)
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Dagitim:

Geregi: Bilgi:

- Tiim Uyeler (WEB sayfas1 ve e-posta ile) - Yonetim Kurulu Baskan ve Uyeleri

- IMEAK DTO Sube ve Temsilcilikleri - IMEAK DTO Sube YK Baskanlar1

- Turk Armatorler Birligi - IMEAK DTO Meslek Komite Baskanlari

- S.S. Gemi Armatorleri Motorlu Tagiyicilar Kooperatifi
- GISBIR (Tiirkiye Gemi insa Sanayicileri Birligi
Dernegi)

- Gemi, Yat ve Hizmetleri Thracatcilar Birligi

- VDAD (Vapur Donatanlari ve Acenteleri Dernegi)
-TURKLIM ( Turkiye Liman Isletmecileri Dernegi)

- KOSDER (Koster Armatorleri ve Isletmecileri Dernegi)
- GBD Gemi Brokerleri Dernegi

- TURSSA (Gemi Tedarikgileri Dernegi)

- Gemi Geri Dontistim Sanayicileri Dernegi

- S.S. Anadolu Yakast Kumcular Uretim ve Pazarlama
Kooperatifi

- ROFED (Kabotaj Hatt1 Ro-Ro ve Feribot Isletmecileri
Dernegi)

- DEM-BIR (Deniz Uriinleri Avcilart Ureticileri Merkez
Birligi)

- Yalova Altinova Tersane Girisimcileri San.ve Tic.A.S.
- UTIKAD (Uluslararas: Tasimacilik ve Lojistik Hizmet
Uretenleri Dernegi)

- TAIS (Tiirk Armatorleri Isverenler Sendikas1)

- TURDEF (Tiirkiye Denizcilik Federasyonu)

- WISTA Tirkiye Dernegi

- Turk Uzakyol Gemi Kaptanlari Dernegi

- Turk Kilavuz Kaptanlar Dernegi

- GEMIMO (Gemi Makineleri isletme Miihendisleri
Odasi)

- TMMOB GMO (Gemi Miihendisleri Odast)

- 1.T.U. Denizcilik Fakultesi Mezunlar1 Dernegi

- D.E.U. Denizcilik Fakiiltesi Mezunlar1 Dernegi

- K.T.U DUIM Mezunlar Dernegi

- ODEMED Ziya Kalkavan Mesleki ve Teknik Anadolu
Lisesi Mezunlar Dernegi

- Beykoz Denizcilik ve Su Uriinleri Lisesi Mezunlar

Dernegi
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Kiiresel tedarik zincirlerini desteklemek amaciyla COVID-19 salgim siiresince gemi insanlariin
yasadig: zorluklarin ele alinmasi icin yapilan uluslararasi is birligi

Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu, 2 Nisan 2020 tarihinde alinan 74/270 sayili karari, 20 Nisan 2020
tarihinde alman 74/274 sayili karar1 ve 11 Eyliil 2020 tarihinde alinan 74/306 ve 74/307 sayil1 kararlar
giindeme getirmis ve asagidaki hususlar goriisiilmiistiir.

Tiim diinyaya yayilan ve daha 6nce esi benzeri goriilmemis ¢ok yonlii etkileri ile birlikte COVID-19
salgininin insan sagligi ve gilivenliginin yani sira toplumlar, ekonomiler, kiiresel ticaret ve seyahat
Ozglirliigi iizerinde de yikicr etkileri olmustur.

Salgindan etkilenen tiim devletlerde viriisiin etkilerinin en aza indirilebilmesi ve vaka sayilarinin
yeniden artmasinin engellenebilmesi i¢in bilgi paylasimi, bilimsel bilgi ve en iyi uygulamalara 6nem
verilmelidir. Buna ek olarak, hayati tibbi malzemeler, ila¢ ve asilara olan erisimin saglanmasi amaciyla
devletler tarafindan ulusal 6nlemlerin uygulanmasia yardimci olunmasi konusunda uluslararasi is
birligi ve ¢ok tarafliligin saglanmasi da 6nem arz etmektedir.

COVID-19 salginiyla miicadelede kritik rol oynayan ve toplumun normal bir diizende isleyisi i¢in ¢ok
onemli olan hayati tibbi malzemeler, gida ve diger temel malzemeler dahil olmak iizere, diinya
ticaretinin %80’1 deniz tasimacilig1 sektorii tarafindan gergeklestirilmeye devam edilmektedir.

98.000’den fazla ticari gemide calisan yaklasik 2 milyon gemi ¢aligan1 2019 yilinda 11 milyar tondan
fazla yiik tagimuistir.

COVID-19 salgini serbest piyasalarin, kiiresel tedarik zinciri baglantisinin, zaruri malzeme ve hizmet
akisinin isleyisini bozmustur. Bu akisin bozulmasindan dolay1 yoksulluk, aclik ve esitsizlige karst
verilen miicadele de zora girerek 2030 yili i¢in hedeflenen Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Giindemi’nin
gergeklestirilmesine yoOnelik ¢abalara zarar vermistir. S6z konusu durum, alinacak acil durum
onlemlerinin orantili, seffaf, kalici ve kiiresel ticaret zincirlerini olumsuz yonde etkilemeyecek sekilde
olmasi gerektigini gostermektedir.

Pandemi siirecinde alinan 6nlemlerle insanlarin sagliklarinin, giivenliklerinin ve refahlariin korunmasi
icin Hiikiimetlerin, saglik ¢alisanlarinin ve diger 6nemli islerde galisanlarin gosterdikleri ¢abalar 6nem
arz etmektedir.

Gemi insanlar1 ve balik¢ilar denizlerde ¢ok zor kosullarda ¢alismaya devam etmektedir.

COVID-19 salginiin sebep oldugu sosyal ve ekonomik zorluklara ilaveten kisisel giivenlik ve sagligin
yani sira gemi insanlarinin ve balik¢ilarin ¢alisma kosullari, gemilere katilim ve gemilerden ayrilma
durumlari, gemi isletmecilerinin ve sahiplerinin gemi personeli degistirememesi gibi hususlar, gemi
insanlarinin ve balik¢ilarin halihazirda zor olan ¢aligma kosullarini daha da zor hale getirmektedir.

2006 yilinda imzalanan Uluslararast Calisma Orgiitii Denizcilik Calisma Sozlesmesi (International
Labour Organization Maritime Labour Convention — ILO-MLC) kapsaminda, gemi insanlari igin iyi
caligma ve yasam kosullari saglanmasi amaciyla Uye Devletlerden birbirleriyle is birligi yapilmas: talep
edilmektedir.

COVID-19 salgminim etkiledigi gemi personeli degisimi ve gemi insanlarinin evlerine gonderilememesi
gibi hususlardan dolay1 kiiresel deniz tagimacilig1 toplulugunun yasadigi zorluklar ile ilgili olarak derin
endiseler bulunmaktadir.

Uluslararas1 Denizcilik Orgiitii (International Maritime Organization — IMO) Konseyi 31. olaganiistii
toplantisinda, 6zellikle maaslar, kiy1 izni, hastalik izni, saglik yardimi, gidaya erisim ve {ilkelerine geri
donme hususlarinda gemi insanlarinin iyi sartlara sahip olmasimi saglamak amaciyla bayrak ve liman
devletlerini tesvik etmistir.



Ozel sektor ve ilgili tiim taraflarin salgin dolayisiyla gemilerde kalmak zorunda olan gemi insanlarina
yonelik olarak acil ve somut ¢oziimler getirmeleri gerekmektedir.

Geligsmeleri takip etmek, ortak ¢abalarda bulunmak, tiim ilgili paydaslar ile iletisim halinde olmak,
ozellikle gemi personeli degisimleri, gemi personelinin iilkelerine donmelerinin saglanmasi, saglik
yardimi verilmesi ve gemi personelinin gemiyi terk etme hakki gibi hususlar basta olmak {izere deniz
caligsanlarina bireysel olarak hedeflenen destegi saglamak amaciyla Nisan 2020°de IMO Genel Sekreteri
tarafindan kurulan “Gemi Insanlar1 Kriz Onleme Ekibi” (Seafarer Crisis Action Team) dahil olmak
iizere deniz calisanlarinin haklarinin ve sagliklarinin korunmasi konularinda IMO tarafindan yapilan
girigimlerin alt1 ¢izilmistir.

COVID-19 salgininin beraberlik, dayanisma ve ¢ok tarafli is birligi kapsaminda gergeklestirilecek
kiiresel bir miidahale gerektirdigi goz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda Birlesmis Milletler;

1. Yogun sekilde caligmalar yiiriiten saglik personellerine, tip uzmanlarina, bilim insanlar1 ve
arastirmacilara ve pandemi ile miicadele kapsaminda zor sartlar altinda ¢alisan herkese yonelik destek
ve giikranlarini sunmus,

2. Pandemi ve pandeminin toplumlar {izerindeki olumsuz sosyal, ekonomik ve finansal etkilerine karsi
Genel Sekreter onciiliigiinde kiiresel ve koordineli bir miicadele ortaya koymak icin ilgili tiim paydaslar
ile ¢caligmalar yiiriitmek iizere Birlesmis Milletler sistemine ¢agri yapmis,

3. Gemi insanlarmin ve diger denizci personelin kilit ¢alisanlar olarak belirlenmesi i¢in Uye Devletlere
¢agr1 yapmis,

4. Uluslararas1 Denizcilik Orgiitii Deniz Giivenligi Komitesi’nin (International Maritime Organization
Maritime Safety Committee) 102. toplantisinda onaylandig: iizere COVID-19 salgin1 siiresince gemi
personeli degisimlerinin ve s6z konusu gemi personellerinin yapacaklari seyahatlerin giivenli bir sekilde
gerceklestirilmesini saglamak amaciyla protokoller uygulanmasi i¢in hiikiimetleri ve ilgili paydaglar
tesvik etmis; bu sayede, salgina kars1 liman Devletleri tarafindan alinan hayati dnleyici tedbirler géz
onlinde bulundurularak, gemilerini terk edemeyen gemi insanlarmin iilkelerine gonderilmesi ve
yerlerine yeni gemi insanlarinin gelmesi hedeflemis,

5. Gemiye inig/binislere izin verilmesi, denizci personelin serbest bir sekilde seyahat etmesi ve
tilkelerine donmelerine iligkin verilen gabalar ve s6z konusu personele saglik hizmeti verilmesi dahil
olmak {izere gemi insanlarinin degisimlerini kolaylastirmak amaciyla tasarlanan dnlemlerin acil olarak
uygulanmasi i¢in hiikiimetlere ¢agr1 yapmis,

6. Deniz insanlarinin haklarini, ¢aligma ve yasam sartlarimi arttirmak, kiiresel tedarik zincirlerinin
dayanikliligini ve biitlinliiglinii saglamak amaciyla alman 6nlem ve yliriirliige konulan politikalarin
tasarlanmast ve uygulanmasi konusunda Hiikiimetleri desteklemek amaciyla, ilgili is¢i ve igveren
kuruluslar1 da dahil olmak tizere uluslararas1 kurulus ve diger tiim ilgili paydaslara ¢cagri yapmis,

7. Gemi Insanlar1 Kriz Onleme Ekibi’nin ¢alismalarina dayanarak COVID-19 salgini siiresince gemi
personeli degisimi hususu hakkinda IMO tarafindan olusturulan rapor ve Birlesmis Milletler Ticaret ve
Kalkinma Konferansi (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) tarafindan yayimlanan
Deniz Ticareti Yayim kapsamida IMO, Uluslararas1 Calisma Orgiitii (ILO), Birlesmis Milletler Ticaret
ve Kalkinma Konferansi ve Birlesmig Milletler’in diger tiim ilgili kuruluslar ile igbirligi igerisinde
olarak Genel Sekreter’den Genel Kurul’u 76°nc1 toplantisinda bilgilendirmesi talep edilmistir.
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TO: PRESS
COMMUNICATIONS LEAD
ALL MEMBERS
LABOUR AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

PRESS RELEASE: ICS WELCOMES UN RESOLUTION ON KEY WORKER STATUS
FOR SEAFARERS

Action Required: To share the details of the UN General Assembly resolution urging
Member States to designate seafarers and other marine personnel as key workers
with key stakeholders and national media contacts.

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) has issued a press release (Annex A)
welcoming a resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, which calls for
all countries around the world to designate seafarers as key workers. The resolution can
be found at Annex B (or downloaded from https://www.undocs.org/en/A/75/L..37) along
with the remarks made by the Indonesian Ambassador to the UN at Annex C. The IMO
has also issued a press release which can be viewed on their website
hitps://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/44-seafarers-UNGA-
resolution.aspx. While the resolution is not binding it does urge Member States to
designate seafarers and other marine personnel as key workers.

Members may wish to share the contents of the resolution with key stakeholders and
ensure that government representatives are made aware of the action taken by the United
Nations General Assembly. Members may also wish to share the press release with
national media contacts.

Stuart Neil
Communications Director

38 St Mary Axe, London EC2A 8BH
Enginnd and Wales No, 3537887

Registered Office
Registered in




ICS welcomes UN resolution on key worker status for seafarers

- Resolution urges Member States to designate seafarers and other marine personnel
as key workers

- Indonesia leads coalition of 71 countries demanding global government action

- Pressure grows on countries who do not recognise maritime personnel as key
workers

London, December 1%. The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) has today welcomed a
resolution adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, which calls for all countries
around the world to designate seafarers as key workers.

The resolution, put forward by Ambassador Dian Triansyah Djani of the Republic of
Indonesia, encourages governments to immediately implement measures to allow crew
change, and to ensure access to medical care for all maritime personnel.

This is a significant step in recognising the crucial role that 2,000,000 sailors play in
transporting food, medicine, energy supplies and other essential raw materials across the
globe amidst the height of a global pandemic.

The resolution, entitled “International cooperation to address challenges faced by seafarers
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to support global supply chains”, was presented at the
75th Session of the UN’s General Assembly.

Guy Platten, Secretary General of the ICS, commented:

“We welcome the news that the UN General Assembly has passed a resolution urging the
classification of all seafarers as key workers and commend the Indonesian government for
spearheading this resolution.

“The inability to rotate crew from their ships and provide safe, frictionless transport through
international borders risks the passage of trade that all our economies rely on.

“The International Chamber of Shipping understands that 44 UN member states currently
classify seafarers as ‘key workers’. While this resolution is a positive step, clearly there is
much more to be done. Governments must now leverage their considerable power to
persuade others to follow suit and classify their seafarers as key workers.

“As we head towards the holiday season the shipping industry is doing its bit with the
taunch of the Seafarers Delivering Christmas campaign. We now call on all governments to
answer the seafarers’ Christmas wish and designate them as key workers and end the crew
change crisis.”

ENDS

Notes to editors



The ICS estimates that nearly 400,000 sailors are stranded at sea due to being unable to
safely disembark their ships as a result of COVID-19. The UK was one of the first nations to
recognise seafarers as key workers, but nearly three quarters of IMO member states do not.
Many sailors have been at sea for more than a year (and some up to 17 months), serving far
beyond the scope of their contract. See here for more information on how the ICS is
supporting seafarers during the pandemic.

Media Contact

Duncan Bray

Tel.: +44 (0) 7972 224445 in UK office hours or +44 (0) 2086 388753 out of office hours
Email: ICS@woodrowcommunications.com

About ICS

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal international trade association for
merchant shipowners and operators, representing all sectors and trades and over 80% of the
world merchant fleet.
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Seventy-fifth session

Agenda item 128 (a)

Strengthening of the United Nations system: strengthening
of the United Nations system

Belgium, Cambodia, Croatia, Fiji, Georgia, Indonesia, Luxembourg,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Morocco, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Singapore, Thailand, Tuvalu and Vanuatu: draft resolution

International cooperation to address challenges faced by seafarers
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to support global
supply chains

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 74/270 of 2 April 2020, 74/274 of 20 April 2020 and
74/306 and 74/307 of 11 September 2020,

Noting with concern the threat to human health, safety and well-being caused
by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, which has spread all around the
globe, as well as the unprecedented and multifaceted effects of the pandemic,
including the severe disruption to societies, economies, global trade and travel and
the devastating impact on the livelihoods of people,

Recognizing the importance of international cooperation and effective
multilateralism in helping to ensure that all States have in place effective national
measures and access to and flow of vital medical supplies, medicines and vaccines,
as well as the importance of exchange of information, scientific knowledge and best
practices, in order to minimize negative effects in all affected States and to avoid
relapses of the pandemic,

Acknowledging that shipping has continued to transport more than 80 per cent
of world trade essential to the normal functioning of society, including vital medical
supplies, food and other basic goods that are critical for the COVID-19 response and
recovery,

Acknowledging also that there are approximately 2 million seafarers working on
a fleet of more than 98,000 commercial ships, transporting more than 11 billion tons
of seaborne trade in 2019,

Emphasizing that the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the normal functioning
of open markets, global supply chain connectivity and the flow of essential goods and
services and that these disruptions hinder the fight against poverty, hunger and

r::'"E|

20-15909 iEf 301120 e mcvc}e(g\é i
0 AN RO S [5]%%



A/75/L.37

2/3

inequality, ultimately undermining efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development,! and reaffirming that emergency measures must be targeted,
proportionate, transparent and temporary and that they must not create unnecessary
barriers to trade or disruption to global supply chains,

Recognizing the efforts made by Governments, as well as health-care workers
and other essential workers around the world, to deal with the pandemic through
measures to protect the health, safety and well-being of their people,

Noting with concern that seafarers and fishers continue to face very difficult
working conditions at sea,

Noting that the challenging labour conditions of seafarers and fishers have been
further exacerbated by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and related response
measures, including personal safety and health, conditions of work and the ability of
seafarers and fishers to join and leave vessels, the inability of vessel operators and
owners to change crews, in addition to other social and economic hardships arising
from COVID-19,

Recalling that the International Labour Organization Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006,? as amended, requires Members to cooperate with each other for
the purpose of ensuring decent living and working conditions for seafarers,

Deeply concerned about the significant challenges being faced by the global
shipping community to effect crew change and repatriation of seafarers as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic,

Recalling that the Council of the International Maritime Organization, at its
thirty-first extraordinary session, urged flag and port States to ensure the welfare of
seafarers, in particular that their rights to wages, shore leave, sick leave, access to
medical care, food supplies and repatriation were preserved,

Recognizing that the situation of seafarers stranded at sea because of the
pandemic requires an urgent and concrete response from all actors involved, including
the private sector,

Noting with appreciation various initiatives of the International Maritime
Organization on the protection of the rights and well-being of seafarers, including the
establishment in April 2020 of the Seafarer Crisis Action Team by the Secretary-
General of the International Maritime Organization in order to, inter alia, monitor
developments, coordinate efforts, communicate with all relevant stakeholders and
provide targeted support in seafarers’ individual cases and particularly urgent
situations regarding crew changes, repatriation, access to medical care and/or
abandonment,

Conscious that the COVID-19 pandemic requires a global response based on
unity, solidarity and renewed multilateral cooperation,

L. Expresses its gratitude and support to all front-line health-care workers,
medical professionals, scientists and researchers, as well as essential workers around
the world, who are working under difficult and challenging circumstances to deal with
the pandemic;

2. Calls upon the United Nations system, under the leadership of the
Secretary-General, to work with all relevant actors in order to mobilize a coordinated
global response to the pandemic and its adverse social, economic and financial impact
on all societies;

! Resolution 70/1.
? United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2952, No. 51299.
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3. Urges Member States to designate seafarers and other marine personnel as
key workers;

4. Encourages Governments and relevant stakeholders to implement the
protocols to ensure safe ship crew changes and travel during the COVID-19 pandemic
as approved by the International Maritime Organization Maritime Safety Committee
at its 102nd session, allowing stranded seafarers to be repatriated and others to join
ships, taking into account the essential preventive measures taken by port States
against COVID-19;

5. Calls upon Governments to promptly implement relevant measures
designed to facilitate maritime crew changes, including by enabling embarkment and
disembarkment and expediting travel and repatriation efforts as well as ensuring
access to medical care;

6.  Calls upon international organizations and other relevant stakeholders,
including relevant workers and employers organizations, to support Governments,
upon their request, in the design and implementation of their responses and policies
aimed at ensuring the integrity and increasing the resilience of global supply chains,
decent working and living conditions and human rights of seafarers;

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the International
Maritime Organization, the International Labour Organization and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, as well as other relevant entities of the United
Nations system, to inform the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session through
the International Maritime Organization report on the crew changes situation during
the COVID-19 pandemic based on the work of the Seafarer Crisis Action Team and
through a dedicated section of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development Review of Maritime Transport.

A/75/L.37
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Check against delivery

Statement by

H.E. Ambassador Dian Triansyah Djani

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Indonesia

The 32" Plenary meeting of the General Assembly on Agenda item 128 (a):
“Strengthening of the United Nations system”

Joint debate and action on draft resolution A/75/L.37 on
“International cooperation to address challenges faced by seafarers as a
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Mr. President,



| have the honour to introduce draft resolution A/75/L.37, entitted “International
cooperation to address challenges faced by seafarers as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic to support global supply chains”.

The COVID-19 crisis has led to unprecedented challenges to the global economy.
Nevertheless, the shipping industry continues to serve as the backbone of the
international economy and global supply chain, transporting more than 80% of world
trade.

It also plays an important role in ensuring the delivery of vital medical supplies, food and
basic goods that are critical for COVID-19 response and recovery.

Behind this critical sector are two million seafarers who have shown their dedication and
professionalism during this crisis, ensuring that world trade and logistics continue to
move properly. Their work and commitment largely go unnoticed.

Unfortunately, seafarers continue to face significant challenges because of the
pandemic. The travel restrictions have generated difficulties for crew changes, and
prevent the seafarers from embarkation and disembarkation. As a result, hundreds of
thousands are reported to be stranded at sea for months.

Mr. President,

Since the beginning of this pandemic, the United Nations General Assembly has
recognized the role of essential workers around the world who have committed
themselves and are risking their lives to protect the health, safety, and well-being of
others.

In a real sense, seafarers are in that group.

In this crisis, we need to show our attention, commitment and support to these invisible
heroes, who are working under difficult and challenging circumstances.

In this regard, the draft resolution urges Member States to designate seafarers and other
marine personnel as key workers.

It also calls upon governments to implement relevant measures to facilitate maritime
crew changes, including by enabling embarkment and disembarkment, expediting travel
and repatriation efforts, and ensuring access to medical care.

To sum up, the draft requests governments as well as international organizations and
relevant stakeholders to provide the necessary attention and concrete action to ensure
the well-being of seafarers.



Mr. President,

The draft resolution has been prepared through continuous engagement in an open and
transparent manner.

| would like to thank all the countries that co-sponsored and supported the initiative, as
well as the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Maritime Organization
(IMO), for their commitment and assistance during the consultations.

We hope that this initiative will be one more step to enhancing our efforts to address the
challenges confronting seafarers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and to support
global supply chains.

In conclusion, | wish to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of all co-sponsor

States, our sincere appreciation to all Member States of the United Nations for their
constructive participation and flexibility on the draft resolution throughout the process.

| thank you, Mr. President,
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